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US CONSTITUTION REFERENCES

US CONST ARTICLE 1,

SECTION 1

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the 
United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives.

US CONST ARTICLE IV,

SECTION 4

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against 
Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when 
the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.

US CONST AMEND X The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or 
to the people.

US CONST AMEND XIII,

SECTION 1

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within 
the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

US CONST AMEND XIV Section 1

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State 
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor 
shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws.

Section 2

Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according 
to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in 
each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any 
election for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the 
United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial 
officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to
any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, 
and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for 
participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation 
therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such 
male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one 
years of age in such State.

Section 3

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of 
President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, under 



the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an 
oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as
a member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of 
any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have 
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or 
comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds
of each House, remove such disability.

Section 4

The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, 
including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for 
services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. 
But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt 
or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United
States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such 
debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void.

Section 5

The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, 
the provisions of this article.

SC CONSTITUTION REFERENCES

SC CONST ART II,

SECTION 1

SECTION 1. Elections to be by secret ballot; protection of right of suffrage.

All elections by the people shall be by secret ballot, but the ballots shall 
not be counted in secret. The right of suffrage, as regulated in this 
Constitution, shall be protected by laws regulating elections and 
prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all undue influence from power, 
bribery, tumult, or improper conduct.

SC CONST ART VI,

SECTION 3

SECTION 3. Dual office holding.

No person may hold two offices of honor or profit at the same time. This 
limitation does not apply to officers in the militia, notaries public, 
members of lawfully and regularly organized fire departments, 
constables, or delegates to a constitutional convention.

SC CONST ART VI,

SECTION 5

SECTION 5. Form of oath.

Members of the General Assembly, and all officers, before they enter 
upon the duties of their respective offices, and all members of the bar, 
before they enter upon the practice of their profession, shall take and 
subscribe the following oath: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am 
duly qualified, according to the Constitution of this State, to exercise the 



duties of the office to which I have been elected, (or appointed), and that 
I will, to the best of my ability, discharge the duties thereof, and preserve,
protect, and defend the Constitution of this State and of the United 
States. So help me God.” 

UNITED STATES CODES

USC APPENDIX 2

SECTIONS 1-15
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US CODE TITLE 5

SECTION 3331

Oath of office

An individual, except the President, elected or appointed to an office of 
honor or profit in the civil service or uniformed services, shall take the 
following oath: “I, AB, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 
and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties 
of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God.” This section 
does not affect other oaths required by law.

US CODE TITLE 18

SECTION 245

Federally protected activities

(a)

(1)Nothing in this section shall be construed as indicating an intent on the
part of Congress to prevent any State, any possession or Commonwealth 
of the United States, or the District of Columbia, from exercising 
jurisdiction over any offense over which it would have jurisdiction in the 
absence of this section, nor shall anything in this section be construed as 
depriving State and local law enforcement authorities of responsibility for
prosecuting acts that may be violations of this section and that are 
violations of State and local law. No prosecution of any offense described 
in this section shall be undertaken by the United States except upon the 
certification in writing of the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney 
General, the Associate Attorney General, or any Assistant Attorney 
General specially designated by the Attorney General that in his judgment
a prosecution by the United States is in the public interest and necessary 
to secure substantial justice, which function of certification may not be 
delegated.

(2)Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to limit the authority of 
Federal officers, or a Federal grand jury, to investigate possible violations 



of this section.

(b)Whoever, whether or not acting under color of law, by force or threat 
of force willfully injures, intimidates or interferes with, or attempts to 
injure, intimidate or interfere with—

(1)any person because he is or has been, or in order to intimidate such 
person or any other person or any class of persons from—

(A)voting or qualifying to vote, qualifying or campaigning as a candidate 
for elective office, or qualifying or acting as a poll watcher, or any legally 
authorized election official, in any primary, special, or general election;

(B)participating in or enjoying any benefit, service, privilege, program, 
facility, or activity provided or administered by the United States;

(C)applying for or enjoying employment, or any perquisite thereof, by any
agency of the United States;

(D)serving, or attending upon any court in connection with possible 
service, as a grand or petit juror in any court of the United States;

(E)participating in or enjoying the benefits of any program or activity 
receiving Federal financial assistance; or

(2)any person because of his race, color, religion or national origin and 
because he is or has been—

(A)enrolling in or attending any public school or public college;

(B)participating in or enjoying any benefit, service, privilege, program, 
facility or activity provided or administered by any State or subdivision 
thereof;

(C)applying for or enjoying employment, or any perquisite thereof, by any
private employer or any agency of any State or subdivision thereof, or 
joining or using the services or advantages of any labor organization, 
hiring hall, or employment agency;

(D)serving, or attending upon any court of any State in connection with 
possible service, as a grand or petit juror;

(E)traveling in or using any facility of interstate commerce, or using any 
vehicle, terminal, or facility of any common carrier by motor, rail, water, 
or air;

(F)enjoying the goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or 
accommodations of any inn, hotel, motel, or other establishment which 
provides lodging to transient guests, or of any restaurant, cafeteria, 
lunchroom, lunch counter, soda fountain, or other facility which serves 
the public and which is principally engaged in selling food or beverages 



for consumption on the premises, or of any gasoline station, or of any 
motion picture house, theater, concert hall, sports arena, stadium, or any 
other place of exhibition or entertainment which serves the public, or of 
any other establishment which serves the public and (i) which is located 
within the premises of any of the aforesaid establishments or within the 
premises of which is physically located any of the aforesaid 
establishments, and (ii) which holds itself out as serving patrons of such 
establishments; or

(3)during or incident to a riot or civil disorder, any person engaged in a 
business in commerce or affecting commerce, including, but not limited 
to, any person engaged in a business which sells or offers for sale to 
interstate travelers a substantial portion of the articles, commodities, or 
services which it sells or where a substantial portion of the articles or 
commodities which it sells or offers for sale have moved in commerce; or

(4)any person because he is or has been, or in order to intimidate such 
person or any other person or any class of persons from—

(A)participating, without discrimination on account of race, color, religion 
or national origin, in any of the benefits or activities described in 
subparagraphs (1)(A) through (1)(E) or subparagraphs (2)(A) through (2)
(F); or

(B)affording another person or class of persons opportunity or protection 
to so participate; or

(5)any citizen because he is or has been, or in order to intimidate such 
citizen or any other citizen from lawfully aiding or encouraging other 
persons to participate, without discrimination on account of race, color, 
religion or national origin, in any of the benefits or activities described in 
subparagraphs (1)(A) through (1)(E) or subparagraphs (2)(A) through (2)
(F), or participating lawfully in speech or peaceful assembly opposing any 
denial of the opportunity to so participate—

shall be fined under this title, or imprisoned not more than one year, or 
both; and if bodily injury results from the acts committed in violation of 
this section or if such acts include the use, attempted use, or threatened 
use of a dangerous weapon, explosives, or fire shall be fined under this 
title, or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and if death results 
from the acts committed in violation of this section or if such acts include 
kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse or an 
attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill, shall be



fined under this title or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or 
both, or may be sentenced to death. As used in this section, the term 
“participating lawfully in speech or peaceful assembly” shall not mean the
aiding, abetting, or inciting of other persons to riot or to commit any act 
of physical violence upon any individual or against any real or personal 
property in furtherance of a riot.

Nothing in subparagraph (2)(F) or (4)(A) of this subsection shall apply to 
the proprietor of any establishment which provides lodging to transient 
guests, or to any employee acting on behalf of such proprietor, with 
respect to the enjoyment of the goods, services, facilities, privileges, 
advantages, or accommodations of such establishment if such 
establishment is located within a building which contains not more than 
five rooms for rent or hire and which is actually occupied by the 
proprietor as his residence.

(c)Nothing in this section shall be construed so as to deter any law 
enforcement officer from lawfully carrying out the duties of his office; 
and no law enforcement officer shall be considered to be in violation of 
this section for lawfully carrying out the duties of his office or lawfully 
enforcing ordinances and laws of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, any of the several States, or any political subdivision of a State. 
For purposes of the preceding sentence, the term “law enforcement 
officer” means any officer of the United States, the District of Columbia, a
State, or political subdivision of a State, who is empowered by law to 
conduct investigations of, or make arrests because of, offenses against 
the United States, the District of Columbia, a State, or a political 
subdivision of a State.

(d)For purposes of this section, the term “State” includes a State of the 
United States, the District of Columbia, and any commonwealth, territory,
or possession of the United States.

US CODE TITLE 18

SECTION 593

Interference by armed forces

Whoever, being an officer or member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States, prescribes or fixes or attempts to prescribe or fix, whether by 
proclamation, order or otherwise, the qualifications of voters at any 
election in any State; or

Whoever, being such officer or member, prevents or attempts to prevent 
by force, threat, intimidation, advice or otherwise any qualified voter of 
any State from fully exercising the right of suffrage at any general or 
special election; or



Whoever, being such officer or member, orders or compels or attempts 
to compel any election officer in any State to receive a vote from a person
not legally qualified to vote; or

Whoever, being such officer or member, imposes or attempts to impose 
any regulations for conducting any general or special election in a State, 
different from those prescribed by law; or

Whoever, being such officer or member, interferes in any manner with an
election officer’s discharge of his duties—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than five years, or 
both; and disqualified from holding any office of honor, profit or trust 
under the United States.

This section shall not prevent any officer or member of the Armed Forces 
from exercising the right of suffrage in any district to which he may 
belong, if otherwise qualified according to the laws of the State of such 
district.

US CODE TITLE 18

SECTION 595

Interference by administrative employees of Federal, State, or Territorial 
Governments

Whoever, being a person employed in any administrative position by the 
United States, or by any department or agency thereof, or by the District 
of Columbia or any agency or instrumentality thereof, or by any State, 
Territory, or Possession of the United States, or any political subdivision, 
municipality, or agency thereof, or agency of such political subdivision or 
municipality (including any corporation owned or controlled by any State, 
Territory, or Possession of the United States or by any such political 
subdivision, municipality, or agency), in connection with any activity 
which is financed in whole or in part by loans or grants made by the 
United States, or any department or agency thereof, uses his official 
authority for the purpose of interfering with, or affecting, the nomination 
or the election of any candidate for the office of President, Vice 
President, Presidential elector, Member of the Senate, Member of the 
House of Representatives, Delegate from the District of Columbia, or 
Resident Commissioner, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both.



This section shall not prohibit or make unlawful any act by any officer or 
employee of any educational or research institution, establishment, 
agency, or system which is supported in whole or in part by any state or 
political subdivision thereof, or by the District of Columbia or by any 
Territory or Possession of the United States; or by any recognized 
religious, philanthropic or cultural organization.

US CODE TITLE 28

SECTION 1331

Federal question

The district courts shall have original jurisdiction of all civil actions arising 
under the Constitution, laws, or treaties of the United States.

US CODE TITLE 28

SECTION 1343

Civil rights and elective franchise

(a)The district courts shall have original jurisdiction of any civil action 
authorized by law to be commenced by any person:

(1)

To recover damages for injury to his person or property, or because of the
deprivation of any right or privilege of a citizen of the United States, by 
any act done in furtherance of any conspiracy mentioned in section 1985 
of Title 42;

(2)

To recover damages from any person who fails to prevent or to aid in 
preventing any wrongs mentioned in section 1985 of Title 42 which he 
had knowledge were about to occur and power to prevent;

(3)

To redress the deprivation, under color of any State law, statute, 
ordinance, regulation, custom or usage, of any right, privilege or 
immunity secured by the Constitution of the United States or by any Act 
of Congress providing for equal rights of citizens or of all persons within 
the jurisdiction of the United States;

(4)

To recover damages or to secure equitable or other relief under any Act 
of Congress providing for the protection of civil rights, including the right 
to vote.

(b)For purposes of this section—

(1)

the District of Columbia shall be considered to be a State; and

(2)

any Act of Congress applicable exclusively to the District of Columbia shall
be considered to be a statute of the District of Columbia.



US CODE TITLE 28

SECTION 1391

Venue generally

(a)Applicability of Section.—Except as otherwise provided by law—

(1)

this section shall govern the venue of all civil actions brought in district 
courts of the United States; and

(2)

the proper venue for a civil action shall be determined without regard to 
whether the action is local or transitory in nature.

(b)Venue in General.—A civil action may be brought in—

(1)

a judicial district in which any defendant resides, if all defendants are 
residents of the State in which the district is located;

(2)

a judicial district in which a substantial part of the events or omissions 
giving rise to the claim occurred, or a substantial part of property that is 
the subject of the action is situated; or

(3)

if there is no district in which an action may otherwise be brought as 
provided in this section, any judicial district in which any defendant is 
subject to the court’s personal jurisdiction with respect to such action.

(c)Residency.—For all venue purposes—

(1)

a natural person, including an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence in the United States, shall be deemed to reside in the judicial 
district in which that person is domiciled;

(2)

an entity with the capacity to sue and be sued in its common name under 
applicable law, whether or not incorporated, shall be deemed to reside, if
a defendant, in any judicial district in which such defendant is subject to 
the court’s personal jurisdiction with respect to the civil action in 
question and, if a plaintiff, only in the judicial district in which it maintains
its principal place of business; and

(3)

a defendant not resident in the United States may be sued in any judicial 
district, and the joinder of such a defendant shall be disregarded in 
determining where the action may be brought with respect to other 



defendants.

(d)Residency of Corporations in States With Multiple Districts.—

For purposes of venue under this chapter, in a State which has more than 
one judicial district and in which a defendant that is a corporation is 
subject to personal jurisdiction at the time an action is commenced, such 
corporation shall be deemed to reside in any district in that State within 
which its contacts would be sufficient to subject it to personal jurisdiction
if that district were a separate State, and, if there is no such district, the 
corporation shall be deemed to reside in the district within which it has 
the most significant contacts.

(e)Actions Where Defendant Is Officer or Employee of the United States.
—

(1)In general.—

A civil action in which a defendant is an officer or employee of the United 
States or any agency thereof acting in his official capacity or under color 
of legal authority, or an agency of the United States, or the United States, 
may, except as otherwise provided by law, be brought in any judicial 
district in which (A) a defendant in the action resides, (B) a substantial 
part of the events or omissions giving rise to the claim occurred, or a 
substantial part of property that is the subject of the action is situated, or 
(C) the plaintiff resides if no real property is involved in the action. 
Additional persons may be joined as parties to any such action in 
accordance with the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and with such 
other venue requirements as would be applicable if the United States or 
one of its officers, employees, or agencies were not a party.

(2)Service.—

The summons and complaint in such an action shall be served as provided
by the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure except that the delivery of the 
summons and complaint to the officer or agency as required by the rules 
may be made by certified mail beyond the territorial limits of the district 
in which the action is brought.

(f)Civil Actions Against a Foreign State.—A civil action against a foreign 
state as defined in section 1603(a) of this title may be brought—

(1)

in any judicial district in which a substantial part of the events or 
omissions giving rise to the claim occurred, or a substantial part of 
property that is the subject of the action is situated;

(2)

in any judicial district in which the vessel or cargo of a foreign state is 
situated, if the claim is asserted under section 1605(b) of this title;



(3)

in any judicial district in which the agency or instrumentality is licensed to
do business or is doing business, if the action is brought against an agency
or instrumentality of a foreign state as defined in section 1603(b) of this 
title; or

(4)

in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia if the action
is brought against a foreign state or political subdivision thereof.

(g)Multiparty, Multiforum Litigation.—

A civil action in which jurisdiction of the district court is based 
upon section 1369 of this title may be brought in any district in which any 
defendant resides or in which a substantial part of the accident giving rise
to the action took place.

US CODE TITLE 28

SECTIONS 2201, 2202

Creation of remedy, further relief

(a)

In a case of actual controversy within its jurisdiction, except with respect 
to Federal taxes other than actions brought under section 7428 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, a proceeding under section 505 or 
1146 of title 11, or in any civil action involving an antidumping or 
countervailing duty proceeding regarding a class or kind of merchandise 
of a free trade area country (as defined in section 516A(f)(9) of the Tariff 
Act of 1930), as determined by the administering authority, any court of 
the United States, upon the filing of an appropriate pleading, may declare
the rights and other legal relations of any interested party seeking such 
declaration, whether or not further relief is or could be sought. Any such 
declaration shall have the force and effect of a final judgment or decree 
and shall be reviewable as such.

(b)

For limitations on actions brought with respect to drug patents see 
section 505 or 512 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, or 
section 351 of the Public Health Service Act.

Further necessary or proper relief based on a declaratory judgment or 
decree may be granted, after reasonable notice and hearing, against any 
adverse party whose rights have been determined by such judgment.

US CODE TITLE 42

SECTION 1983

Civil action for deprivation of rights

Every person who, under color of any statute, ordinance, regulation, 
custom, or usage, of any State or Territory or the District of Columbia, 
subjects, or causes to be subjected, any citizen of the United States or 



other person within the jurisdiction thereof to the deprivation of any 
rights, privileges, or immunities secured by the Constitution and laws, 
shall be liable to the party injured in an action at law, suit in equity, or 
other proper proceeding for redress, except that in any action brought 
against a judicial officer for an act or omission taken in such officer’s 
judicial capacity, injunctive relief shall not be granted unless a declaratory
decree was violated or declaratory relief was unavailable. For the 
purposes of this section, any Act of Congress applicable exclusively to the 
District of Columbia shall be considered to be a statute of the District of 
Columbia.

US CODE TITLE 42

SECTION 1985

Conspiracy to interfere with civil rights

(1)Preventing officer from performing duties

If two or more persons in any State or Territory conspire to prevent, by 
force, intimidation, or threat, any person from accepting or holding any 
office, trust, or place of confidence under the United States, or from 
discharging any duties thereof; or to induce by like means any officer of 
the United States to leave any State, district, or place, where his duties as 
an officer are required to be performed, or to injure him in his person or 
property on account of his lawful discharge of the duties of his office, or 
while engaged in the lawful discharge thereof, or to injure his property so 
as to molest, interrupt, hinder, or impede him in the discharge of his 
official duties;

(2)Obstructing justice; intimidating party, witness, or juror

If two or more persons in any State or Territory conspire to deter, by 
force, intimidation, or threat, any party or witness in any court of the 
United States from attending such court, or from testifying to any matter 
pending therein, freely, fully, and truthfully, or to injure such party or 
witness in his person or property on account of his having so attended or 
testified, or to influence the verdict, presentment, or indictment of any 
grand or petit juror in any such court, or to injure such juror in his person 
or property on account of any verdict, presentment, or indictment 
lawfully assented to by him, or of his being or having been such juror; or if
two or more persons conspire for the purpose of impeding, hindering, 
obstructing, or defeating, in any manner, the due course of justice in any 
State or Territory, with intent to deny to any citizen the equal protection 
of the laws, or to injure him or his property for lawfully enforcing, or 
attempting to enforce, the right of any person, or class of persons, to the 
equal protection of the laws;

(3)Depriving persons of rights or privileges

If two or more persons in any State or Territory conspire or go in disguise 
on the highway or on the premises of another, for the purpose of 
depriving, either directly or indirectly, any person or class of persons of 
the equal protection of the laws, or of equal privileges and immunities 



under the laws; or for the purpose of preventing or hindering the 
constituted authorities of any State or Territory from giving or securing to
all persons within such State or Territory the equal protection of the laws;
or if two or more persons conspire to prevent by force, intimidation, or 
threat, any citizen who is lawfully entitled to vote, from giving his support
or advocacy in a legal manner, toward or in favor of the election of any 
lawfully qualified person as an elector for President or Vice President, or 
as a Member of Congress of the United States; or to injure any citizen in 
person or property on account of such support or advocacy; in any case of
conspiracy set forth in this section, if one or more persons engaged 
therein do, or cause to be done, any act in furtherance of the object of 
such conspiracy, whereby another is injured in his person or property, or 
deprived of having and exercising any right or privilege of a citizen of the 
United States, the party so injured or deprived may have an action for the
recovery of damages occasioned by such injury or deprivation, against 
any one or more of the conspirators.

US CODE TITLE 42

SECTION 1986

Action for neglect to prevent

Every person who, having knowledge that any of the wrongs conspired to 
be done, and mentioned in section 1985 of this title, are about to be 
committed, and having power to prevent or aid in preventing the 
commission of the same, neglects or refuses so to do, if such wrongful act
be committed, shall be liable to the party injured, or his legal 
representatives, for all damages caused by such wrongful act, which such 
person by reasonable diligence could have prevented; and such damages 
may be recovered in an action on the case; and any number of persons 
guilty of such wrongful neglect or refusal may be joined as defendants in 
the action; and if the death of any party be caused by any such wrongful 
act and neglect, the legal representatives of the deceased shall have such 
action therefor, and may recover not exceeding $5,000 damages therein, 
for the benefit of the widow of the deceased, if there be one, and if there 
be no widow, then for the benefit of the next of kin of the deceased. But 
no action under the provisions of this section shall be sustained which is 
not commenced within one year after the cause of action has accrued.

US CODE TITLE 5

SECTION 551
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US CODE TITLE 52

SECTION 10101

Voting Rights:

(a)Race, color, or previous condition not to affect right to vote; uniform 
standards for voting qualifications; errors or omissions from papers; 
literacy tests; agreements between Attorney General and State or local 
authorities; definitions

(1)

All citizens of the United States who are otherwise qualified by law 



to vote at any election by the people in any State, Territory, district, 
county, city, parish, township, school district, municipality, or other 
territorial subdivision, shall be entitled and allowed to vote at all such 
elections, without distinction of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude; any constitution, law, custom, usage, or regulation of any State
or Territory, or by or under its authority, to the contrary notwithstanding.

(2)No person acting under color of law shall—

(A)

in determining whether any individual is qualified under State law or laws
to vote in any election, apply any standard, practice, or procedure 
different from the standards, practices, or procedures applied under such 
law or laws to other individuals within the same county, parish, or similar 
political subdivision who have been found by State officials to be qualified
to vote;

(B)

deny the right of any individual to vote in any election because of an error
or omission on any record or paper relating to any application, 
registration, or other act requisite to voting, if such error or omission is 
not material in determining whether such individual is qualified under 
State law to vote in such election; or

(C)

employ any literacy test as a qualification for voting in any election unless
(i) such test is administered to each individual and is conducted wholly in 
writing, and (ii) a certified copy of the test and of the answers given by 
the individual is furnished to him within twenty-five days of the 
submission of his request made within the period of time during which 
records and papers are required to be retained and preserved pursuant 
to title III of the Civil Rights Act of 1960 [52 U.S.C. 20701 et seq.]: 
Provided, however, That the Attorney General may enter into agreements
with appropriate State or local authorities that preparation, conduct, and 
maintenance of such tests in accordance with the provisions of applicable
State or local law, including such special provisions as are necessary in the
preparation, conduct, and maintenance of such tests for persons who are 
blind or otherwise physically handicapped, meet the purposes of this 
subparagraph and constitute compliance therewith.

(3)For purposes of this subsection—

(A)

the term “vote” shall have the same meaning as in subsection (e) of this 
section;

(B)



the phrase “literacy test” includes any test of the ability to read, write, 
understand, or interpret any matter.

(b)Intimidation, threats, or coercion

No person, whether acting under color of law or otherwise, shall 
intimidate, threaten, coerce, or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce
any other person for the purpose of interfering with the right of such 
other person to vote or to vote as he may choose, or of causing such 
other person to vote for, or not to vote for, any candidate for the office of
President, Vice President, presidential elector, Member of the Senate, or 
Member of the House of Representatives, Delegates or Commissioners 
from the Territories or possessions, at any general, special, or primary 
election held solely or in part for the purpose of selecting or electing any 
such candidate.

(c)Preventive relief; injunction; rebuttable literacy presumption; liability 
of United States for costs; State as party defendant

Whenever any person has engaged or there are reasonable grounds to 
believe that any person is about to engage in any act or practice which 
would deprive any other person of any right or privilege secured by 
subsection (a) or (b), the Attorney General may institute for the United 
States, or in the name of the United States, a civil action or other proper 
proceeding for preventive relief, including an application for a permanent
or temporary injunction, restraining order, or other order. If in any such 
proceeding literacy is a relevant fact there shall be a rebuttable 
presumption that any person who has not been adjudged an incompetent
and who has completed the sixth grade in a public school in, or a private 
school accredited by, any State or territory, the District of Columbia, or 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico where instruction is carried on 
predominantly in the English language, possesses sufficient literacy, 
comprehension, and intelligence to vote in any election. In any 
proceeding hereunder the United States shall be liable for costs the same 
as a private person. Whenever, in a proceeding instituted under this 
subsection any official of a State or subdivision thereof is alleged to have 
committed any act or practice constituting a deprivation of any right or 
privilege secured by subsection (a), the act or practice shall also be 
deemed that of the State and the State may be joined as a party 
defendant and, if, prior to the institution of such proceeding, such official 
has resigned or has been relieved of his office and no successor has 
assumed such office, the proceeding may be instituted against the State.

(d)Jurisdiction; exhaustion of other remedies

The district courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction of 
proceedings instituted pursuant to this section and shall exercise the 
same without regard to whether the party aggrieved shall have exhausted
any administrative or other remedies that may be provided by law.



(e)Order qualifying person to vote; application; hearing; voting referees; 
transmittal of report and order; certificate of qualification; definitions

In any proceeding instituted pursuant to subsection (c) in the event the 
court finds that any person has been deprived on account of race or color 
of any right or privilege secured by subsection (a), the court shall upon 
request of the Attorney General and after each party has been given 
notice and the opportunity to be heard make a finding whether such 
deprivation was or is pursuant to a pattern or practice. If the court finds 
such pattern or practice, any person of such race or color resident within 
the affected area shall, for one year and thereafter until the court 
subsequently finds that such pattern or practice has ceased, be entitled, 
upon his application therefor, to an order declaring him qualified to vote, 
upon proof that at any election or elections (1) he is qualified under State 
law to vote, and (2) he has since such finding by the court been (a) 
deprived of or denied under color of law the opportunity to register 
to vote or otherwise to qualify to vote, or (b) found not qualified 
to vote by any person acting under color of law. Such order shall be 
effective as to any election held within the longest period for which such 
applicant could have been registered or otherwise qualified under State 
law at which the applicant’s qualifications would under State law entitle 
him to vote.

Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of State law or the action of 
any State officer or court, an applicant so declared qualified to vote shall 
be permitted to vote in any such election. The Attorney General shall 
cause to be transmitted certified copies of such order to the appropriate 
election officers. The refusal by any such officer with notice of such order 
to permit any person so declared qualified to vote to vote at an 
appropriate election shall constitute contempt of court.

An application for an order pursuant to this subsection shall be heard 
within ten days, and the execution of any order disposing of such 
application shall not be stayed if the effect of such stay would be to delay 
the effectiveness of the order beyond the date of any election at which 
the applicant would otherwise be enabled to vote.

The court may appoint one or more persons who are qualified voters in 
the judicial district, to be known as voting referees, who shall subscribe to
the oath of office required by section 3331 of title 5, to serve for such 
period as the court shall determine, to receive such applications and to 
take evidence and report to the court findings as to whether or not at any
election or elections (1) any such applicant is qualified under State 
law to vote, and (2) he has since the finding by the court heretofore 
specified been (a) deprived of or denied under color of law the 
opportunity to register to vote or otherwise to qualify to vote, or (b) 
found not qualified to vote by any person acting under color of law. In a 
proceeding before a voting referee, the applicant shall be heard ex parte 



at such times and places as the court shall direct. His statement under 
oath shall be prima facie evidence as to his age, residence, and his prior 
efforts to register or otherwise qualify to vote. Where proof of literacy or 
an understanding of other subjects is required by valid provisions of State 
law, the answer of the applicant, if written, shall be included in such 
report to the court; if oral, it shall be taken down stenographically and a 
transcription included in such report to the court.

Upon receipt of such report, the court shall cause the Attorney General to
transmit a copy thereof to the State attorney general and to each party to
such proceeding together with an order to show cause within ten days, or
such shorter time as the court may fix, why an order of the court should 
not be entered in accordance with such report. Upon the expiration of 
such period, such order shall be entered unless prior to that time there 
has been filed with the court and served upon all parties a statement of 
exceptions to such report. Exceptions as to matters of fact shall be 
considered only if supported by a duly verified copy of a public record or 
by affidavit of persons having personal knowledge of such facts or by 
statements or matters contained in such report; those relating to matters 
of law shall be supported by an appropriate memorandum of law. The 
issues of fact and law raised by such exceptions shall be determined by 
the court or, if the due and speedy administration of justice requires, they
may be referred to the voting referee to determine in accordance with 
procedures prescribed by the court. A hearing as to an issue of fact shall 
be held only in the event that the proof in support of the exception 
disclose the existence of a genuine issue of material fact. The applicant’s 
literacy and understanding of other subjects shall be determined solely 
on the basis of answers included in the report of the voting referee.

The court, or at its direction the voting referee, shall issue to each 
applicant so declared qualified a certificate identifying the holder thereof 
as a person so qualified.

Any voting referee appointed by the court pursuant to this subsection 
shall to the extent not inconsistent herewith have all the powers 
conferred upon a master by rule 53(c) of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure. The compensation to be allowed to any persons appointed by 
the court pursuant to this subsection shall be fixed by the court and shall 
be payable by the United States.

Applications pursuant to this subsection shall be determined 
expeditiously. In the case of any application filed twenty or more days 
prior to an election which is undetermined by the time of such election, 
the court shall issue an order authorizing the applicant 
to vote provisionally: Provided, however, That such applicant shall be 
qualified to vote under State law. In the case of an application filed within
twenty days prior to an election, the court, in its discretion, may make 
such an order. In either case the order shall make appropriate provision 



for the impounding of the applicant’s ballot pending determination of the
application. The court may take any other action, and may authorize such 
referee or such other person as it may designate to take any other action,
appropriate or necessary to carry out the provisions of this subsection 
and to enforce its decrees. This subsection shall in no way be construed 
as a limitation upon the existing powers of the court.

When used in the subsection, the word “vote” includes all action 
necessary to make a vote effective including, but not limited to, 
registration or other action required by State law prerequisite to voting, 
casting a ballot, and having such ballot counted and included in the 
appropriate totals of votes cast with respect to candidates for public 
office and propositions for which votes are received in an election; the 
words “affected area” shall mean any subdivision of the State in which 
the laws of the State relating to voting are or have been to any extent 
administered by a person found in the proceeding to have violated 
subsection (a); and the words “qualified under State law” shall mean 
qualified according to the laws, customs, or usages of the State, and shall 
not, in any event, imply qualifications more stringent than those used by 
the persons found in the proceeding to have violated subsection (a) in 
qualifying persons other than those of the race or color against which the 
pattern or practice of discrimination was found to exist.

(f)Contempt; assignment of counsel; witnesses

Any person cited for an alleged contempt under this Act shall be allowed 
to make his full defense by counsel learned in the law; and the court 
before which he is cited or tried, or some judge thereof, shall 
immediately, upon his request, assign to him such counsel, not exceeding 
two, as he may desire, who shall have free access to him at all reasonable 
hours. He shall be allowed, in his defense to make any proof that he can 
produce by lawful witnesses, and shall have the like process of the court 
to compel his witnesses to appear at his trial or hearing, as is usually 
granted to compel witnesses to appear on behalf of the prosecution. If 
such person shall be found by the court to be financially unable to 
provide for such counsel, it shall be the duty of the court to provide such 
counsel.

(g)Three-judge district court: hearing, determination, expedition of 
action, review by Supreme Court; single-judge district court: hearing, 
determination, expedition of action

In any proceeding instituted by the United States in any district court of 
the United States under this section in which the Attorney General 
requests a finding of a pattern or practice of discrimination pursuant to 
subsection (e) of this section the Attorney General, at the time he files 
the complaint, or any defendant in the proceeding, within twenty days 
after service upon him of the complaint, may file with the clerk of such 
court a request that a court of three judges be convened to hear and 



determine the entire case. A copy of the request for a three-judge court 
shall be immediately furnished by such clerk to the chief judge of the 
circuit (or in his absence, the presiding circuit judge of the circuit) in 
which the case is pending. Upon receipt of the copy of such request it 
shall be the duty of the chief judge of the circuit or the presiding circuit 
judge, as the case may be, to designate immediately three judges in such 
circuit, of whom at least one shall be a circuit judge and another of whom
shall be a district judge of the court in which the proceeding was 
instituted, to hear and determine such case, and it shall be the duty of the
judges so designated to assign the case for hearing at the earliest 
practicable date, to participate in the hearing and determination thereof, 
and to cause the case to be in every way expedited. An appeal from the 
final judgment of such court will lie to the Supreme Court.

In any proceeding brought under subsection (c) of this section to enforce 
subsection (b) of this section, or in the event neither the Attorney 
General nor any defendant files a request for a three-judge court in any 
proceeding authorized by this subsection, it shall be the duty of the chief 
judge of the district (or in his absence, the acting chief judge) in which the
case is pending immediately to designate a judge in such district to hear 
and determine the case. In the event that no judge in the district is 
available to hear and determine the case, the chief judge of the district, 
or the acting chief judge, as the case may be, shall certify this fact to the 
chief judge of the circuit (or, in his absence, the acting chief judge) who 
shall then designate a district or circuit judge of the circuit to hear and 
determine the case.

It shall be the duty of the judge designated pursuant to this section to 
assign the case for hearing at the earliest practicable date and to cause 
the case to be in every way expedited.
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SECTION 10307

Prohibited Acts

(a)Failure or refusal to permit casting or tabulation of vote

No person acting under color of law shall fail or refuse to permit any 
person to vote who is entitled to vote under any provision of 
chapters 103 to 107 of this title or is otherwise qualified to vote, or 
willfully fail or refuse to tabulate, count, and report such person’s vote.

(b)Intimidation, threats, or coercion

No person, whether acting under color of law or otherwise, shall 
intimidate, threaten, or coerce, or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or 
coerce any person for voting or attempting to vote, or intimidate, 
threaten, or coerce, or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce any 
person for urging or aiding any person to vote or attempt to vote, or 
intimidate, threaten, or coerce any person for exercising any powers or 
duties under section 10302(a), 10305, 10306, or 10308(e) of this title or 



section 1973d or 1973g of title 42.[1]

(c)False information in registering or voting; penalties

Whoever knowingly or willfully gives false information as to his name, 
address or period of residence in the voting district for the purpose of 
establishing his eligibility to register or vote, or conspires with another 
individual for the purpose of encouraging his false registration to vote or 
illegal voting, or pays or offers to pay or accepts payment either for 
registration to vote or for voting shall be fined not more than $10,000 or 
imprisoned not more than five years, or both: Provided, however, That 
this provision shall be applicable only to general, special, or primary 
elections held solely or in part for the purpose of selecting or electing any 
candidate for the office of President, Vice President, presidential elector, 
Member of the United States Senate, Member of the United States House
of Representatives, Delegate from the District of Columbia, Guam, or the 
Virgin Islands, or Resident Commissioner of the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico.

(d)Falsification or concealment of material facts or giving of false 
statements in matters within jurisdiction of examiners or hearing officers;
penalties

Whoever, in any matter within the jurisdiction of an examiner or hearing 
officer knowingly and willfully falsifies or conceals a material fact, or 
makes any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or representations, 
or makes or uses any false writing or document knowing the same to 
contain any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry, shall be 
fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or 
both.

(e)Voting more than once

(1)

Whoever votes more than once in an election referred to in paragraph (2)
shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than five 
years, or both.

(2)

The prohibition of this subsection applies with respect to any general, 
special, or primary election held solely or in part for the purpose of 
selecting or electing any candidate for the office of President, Vice 
President, presidential elector, Member of the United States Senate, 
Member of the United States House of Representatives, Delegate from 
the District of Columbia, Guam, or the Virgin Islands, or Resident 
Commissioner of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(3)



As used in this subsection, the term “votes more than once” does not 
include the casting of an additional ballot if all prior ballots of that voter 
were invalidated, nor does it include the voting in two jurisdictions 
under section 10502 of this title, to the extent two ballots are not cast for
an election to the same candidacy or office.

US CODE TITLE 52

SECTION 20511 
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Criminal Penalties:

A person, including an election official, who in any election for Federal 
office—

(1)knowingly and willfully intimidates, threatens, or coerces, or attempts 
to intimidate, threaten, or coerce, any person for—

(A)

registering to vote, or voting, or attempting to register or vote;

(B)

urging or aiding any person to register to vote, to vote, or to attempt to 
register or vote; or

(C)

exercising any right under this chapter; or

(2)knowingly and willfully deprives, defrauds, or attempts to deprive or 
defraud the residents of a State of a fair and impartially 
conducted election process, by—

(A)

the procurement or submission of voter registration applications that are 
known by the person to be materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent under 
the laws of the State in which the election is held; or

(B)

the procurement, casting, or tabulation of ballots that are known by the 
person to be materially false, fictitious, or fraudulent under the laws of 
the State in which the election is held,

shall be fined in accordance with title 18 (which fines shall be paid into 
the general fund of the Treasury, miscellaneous receipts (pursuant 
to section 3302 of title 31), notwithstanding any other law), or 
imprisoned not more than 5 years, or both.
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SECTION 20901

Payments to States for activities to improve administration of elections

(a)In general

Not later than 45 days after October 29, 2002, the Administrator of 



General Services (in this subchapter referred to as the “Administrator”) 
shall establish a program under which the Administrator shall make a 
payment to each State in which the chief executive officer of the State, or
designee, in consultation and coordination with the chief State election 
official, notifies the Administrator not later than 6 months after October 
29, 2002, that the State intends to use the payment in accordance with 
this section.

(b)Use of payment

(1)In general A State shall use the funds provided under a payment made 
under this section to carry out one or more of the following activities:

(A)

Complying with the requirements under subchapter III.

(B)

Improving the administration of elections for Federal office.

(C)

Educating voters concerning voting procedures, voting rights, and voting 
technology.

(D)

Training election officials, poll workers, and election volunteers.

(E)

Developing the State plan for requirements payments to be submitted 
under subpart 1 of part D of subchapter II.

(F)

Improving, acquiring, leasing, modifying, or replacing voting systems and 
technology and methods for casting and counting votes.

(G)

Improving the accessibility and quantity of polling places, including 
providing physical access for individuals with disabilities, providing 
nonvisual access for individuals with visual impairments, and providing 
assistance to Native Americans, Alaska Native citizens, and to individuals 
with limited proficiency in the English language.

(H)

Establishing toll-free telephone hotlines that voters may use to report 
possible voting fraud and voting rights violations, to obtain general 
election information, and to access detailed automated information on 
their own voter registration status, specific polling place locations, and 



other relevant information.

(2)LimitationA State may not use the funds provided under a payment 
made under this section—

(A)

to pay costs associated with any litigation, except to the extent that such 
costs otherwise constitute permitted uses of a payment under this 
section; or

(B)

for the payment of any judgment.

(c)Use of funds to be consistent with other laws and requirementsIn 
order to receive a payment under the program under this section, 
the State shall provide the Administrator with certifications that—

(1)

the State will use the funds provided under the payment in a manner that
is consistent with each of the laws described in section 21145 of this title, 
as such laws relate to the provisions of this chapter; and

(2)

the proposed uses of the funds are not inconsistent with the 
requirements of subchapter III.

(d)Amount of payment

(1) 

In general

Subject to section 20903(b) of this title, the amount of payment made to 
a State under this section shall be the minimum payment amount 
described in paragraph (2) plus the voting age population 
proportion amount described in paragraph (3).

(2) Minimum payment amountThe minimum payment amount described 
in this paragraph is—

(A)

in the case of any of the several States or the District of Columbia, one-
half of 1 percent of the aggregate amount made available for payments 
under this section; and

(B)

in the case of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American 



Samoa, or the United States Virgin Islands, one-tenth of 1 percent of such 
aggregate amount.

(3)Voting age population proportion amount The voting age population 
proportion amount described in this paragraph is the product of—

(A)

the aggregate amount made available for payments under this section 
minus the total of all of the minimum payment amounts determined 
under paragraph (2); and

(B)

the voting age population proportion for the State (as defined in 
paragraph (4)).

(4)Voting age population proportion defined The term “voting age 
population proportion” means, with respect to a State, the amount equal 
to the quotient of—

(A)

the voting age population of the State (as reported in the most recent 
decennial census); and

(B)

the total voting age population of all States (as reported in the most 
recent decennial census).
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SECTION 20962

Process for adoption

(a)General requirement for notice and comment Consistent with the 
requirements of this section, the final adoption of the voluntary voting 
system guidelines (or modification of such a guideline) shall be carried 
out by the Commission in a manner that provides for each of the 
following:

(1)

Publication of notice of the proposed guidelines in the Federal Register.

(2)

An opportunity for public comment on the proposed guidelines.

(3)

An opportunity for a public hearing on the record.

(4)

Publication of the final guidelines in the Federal Register.

(b)Consideration of recommendations of Development Committee; 



submission of proposed guidelines to Board of Advisors and Standards 
Board

(1) Consideration of recommendations of Development Committee

In developing the voluntary voting system guidelines and modifications of
such guidelines under this section, the Executive Director of the 
Commission shall take into consideration the recommendations provided 
by the Technical Guidelines Development Committee under section 
20961 of this title.

(2) Board of Advisors

The Executive Director of the Commission shall submit the guidelines 
proposed to be adopted under this subpart (or any modifications to such 
guidelines) to the Board of Advisors.

(3) Standards Board

The Executive Director of the Commission shall submit the guidelines 
proposed to be adopted under this subpart (or any modifications to such 
guidelines) to the Executive Board of the Standards Board, which shall 
review the guidelines (or modifications) and forward its 
recommendations to the Standards Board.

(c) Review

Upon receipt of voluntary voting system guidelines described in 
subsection (b) (or a modification of such guidelines) from the Executive 
Director of the Commission, the Board of Advisors and the Standards 
Board shall each review and submit comments and recommendations 
regarding the guideline (or modification) to the Commission.

(d)Final adoption

(1) In general

A voluntary voting system guideline described in subsection (b) (or 
modification of such a guideline) shall not be considered to be finally 
adopted by the Commission unless the Commission votes to approve the 
final adoption of the guideline (or modification), taking into consideration
the comments and recommendations submitted by the Board of Advisors 
and the Standards Board under subsection (c).

(2) Minimum period for consideration of comments and 
recommendations

The Commission may not vote on the final adoption of a guideline 
described in subsection (b) (or modification of such a guideline) until the 
expiration of the 90-day period which begins on the date the Executive 
Director of the Commission submits the proposed guideline (or 
modification) to the Board of Advisors and the Standards Board under 



subsection (b).

(e)Special rule for initial set of guidelines

Notwithstanding any other provision of this subpart, the most recent set 
of voting system standards adopted by the Federal Election 
Commission prior to October 29, 2002, shall be deemed to have been 
adopted by the Commission as of October 29, 2002, as the first set of 
voluntary voting system guidelines adopted under this subpart.
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SECTION 20971

Certification and testing of voting systems

(a)Certification and testing

(1) In general

The Commission shall provide for the testing, certification, decertification,
and recertification of voting system hardware and software by accredited 
laboratories.

(2) Optional use by States

At the option of a State, the State may provide for the testing, 
certification, decertification, or recertification of its voting system 
hardware and software by the laboratories accredited by the Commission
under this section.

(b)Laboratory accreditation

(1) Recommendations by National Institute of Standards and Technology

Not later than 6 months after the Commission first adopts voluntary 
voting system guidelines under subpart 3 of part A of this subchapter, the
Director of the National Institute of Standards and Technology shall 
conduct an evaluation of independent, non-Federal laboratories and shall
submit to the Commission a list of those laboratories the Director 
proposes to be accredited to carry out the testing, certification, 
decertification, and recertification provided for under this section.

(2) Approval by Commission

(A)In general

The Commission shall vote on the accreditation of any laboratory under 
this section, taking into consideration the list submitted under paragraph 
(1), and no laboratory may be accredited for purposes of this section 
unless its accreditation is approved by a vote of the Commission.

(B)Accreditation of laboratories not on Director list

The Commission shall publish an explanation for the accreditation of any 
laboratory not included on the list submitted by the Director of 



the National Institute of Standards and Technology under paragraph (1).

(c)Continuing review by National Institute of Standards and Technology

(1) In general

In cooperation with the Commission and in consultation with the 
Standards Board and the Board of Advisors, the Director of the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology shall monitor and review, on an 
ongoing basis, the performance of the laboratories accredited by the 
Commission under this section, and shall make such recommendations to 
the Commission as it considers appropriate with respect to the continuing
accreditation of such laboratories, including recommendations to revoke 
the accreditation of any such laboratory.

(2) Approval by Commission required for revocation

The accreditation of a laboratory for purposes of this section may not be 
revoked unless the revocation is approved by a vote of the Commission.

(d)Transition

Until such time as the Commission provides for the testing, certification, 
decertification, and recertification of voting system hardware and 
software by accredited laboratories under this section, the accreditation 
of laboratories and the procedure for the testing, certification, 
decertification, and recertification of voting system hardware and 
software used as of October 29, 2002, shall remain in effect.
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SOUTH CAROLINA CODES

SC CODE 7-3-20 Executive director of the State Election Commission.

(A) The State Election Commission shall elect an executive 
director who shall be directly responsible to the commission and who 
shall serve at the pleasure of the commission. The executive director shall
be the chief administrative officer for the State Election Commission.

(B) The executive director shall receive such compensation and 
employ such staff, subject to the approval of the State Election 
Commission, as may be provided by law.

(C) The executive director shall:

(1) supervise the conduct of county board of elections 
and voter registration, as established pursuant to Article 1, Chapter 5, 
which administer elections and voter registration in the State and ensure 
those boards' compliance with the requirements with applicable state or 



federal law or State Election Commission policies and procedures with 
regard to the conduct of elections or the voter registration process by all 
persons involved in the elections process;

(2) conduct reviews, audits, or other postelection analysis
of county board of elections and voter registration, as established 
pursuant to Article 1, Chapter 5, to ensure those boards' compliance with 
the requirements with applicable state or federal law or State Election 
Commission policies and procedures with regard to the conduct of 
elections or the voter registration process by all persons involved in the 
elections process;

(3) maintain a complete master file of all qualified 
electors by county and by precincts;

(4) delete the name of any elector:

(a) who is deceased;

(b) who is no longer qualified to vote in the 
precinct where currently registered;

(c) who has been convicted of a disqualifying 
crime;

(d) who is otherwise no longer qualified to vote 
as may be provided by law; or

(e) who requests in writing that his name be 
removed;

(5) enter names on the master file as they are reported 
by the county boards of voter registration and elections;

(6) furnish each county board of voter registration and 
elections with a master list of all registered voters in the county, together 
with a copy of all registered voters in each precinct of the county, at least 
ten days prior to each election. The precinct copies shall be used as the 
official list of voters;

(7) maintain all information furnished his office relating 
to the inclusion or deletion of names from the master file for four years;

(8) purchase, lease, or contract for the use of such 
equipment as may be necessary to properly execute the duties of his 
office, subject to the approval of the State Election Commission;

(9) secure from the United States courts and federal and 
state agencies available information as to persons convicted of 
disqualifying crimes;

(10) obtain information from any other source which may



assist him in carrying out the purposes of this section;

(11) perform such other duties relating to elections as 
may be assigned him by the State Election Commission;

(12) furnish at reasonable price any precinct lists to a 
qualified elector requesting them;

(13) serve as the chief state election official responsible 
for implementing and coordinating the state's responsibilities under the 
National Voter Registration Act of 1993;

(14) serve as the chief state election official responsible 
for implementing and enforcing the state's responsibilities under the 
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA), as set 
forth in the U.S.C., Title 42, Section 1973ff, et seq.; and

(15) establish and maintain a statewide voter registration 
database that shall be administered by the commission and made 
continuously available to each county board of voter registration and 
elections and to other agencies as authorized by law.

(D) The State Election Commission shall publish on the 
commission's website each change to voting procedures enacted by state 
or local governments. State and local governments shall file notice of all 
changes in voting procedures, including, but not limited to, changes to 
precincts with the State Election Commission within five days after 
adoption of the change or thirtyfive days prior to the implementation, 
whichever is earlier. All voting procedure changes must remain on the 
commission's website at least through the date of the next general 
election. However, if changes are made within three months prior to the 
next general election, then the changes shall remain on the commission's 
website through the date of the following general election.
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Voting system approval process.

(A) Before any kind of voting system, including an electronic voting 
system, is used at an election, it must be approved by the State Election 
Commission, which shall examine the voting system and make and file in 
the commission's office a report, attested to by the signature of the 
commission's executive director, stating whether, in the commission's 
opinion, the kind of voting system examined may be accurately and 
efficiently used by electors at elections, as provided by law. A voting 
system may not be approved for use in the State unless certified by a 
testing laboratory accredited by the Federal Election Assistance 
Commission as meeting or exceeding the minimum requirements of 
federal voting system standards.

(B) A person or company who requests an examination of any type of 
voting system shall pay a nonrefundable examination fee of one thousand



dollars for a new voting system. A nonrefundable examination fee of five 
hundred dollars must be paid for an upgrade to any existing system. The 
State Election Commission may reexamine any voting system when 
evidence is presented to the commission that the accuracy or the ability 
of the system to be used satisfactorily in the conduct of elections is in 
question.

(C) A person or company who seeks approval for any type of voting 
system in this State shall file with the State Election Commission a list of 
all states or jurisdictions in which that voting system has been approved 
for use. This list must state how long the system has been used in the 
state; contain the name, address, and telephone number of that state or 
jurisdiction's chief election official; and disclose any reports compiled by 
state or local government concerning the performance of the system. The
vendor is responsible for filing this information on an ongoing basis.

(D) A person or an individual who seeks approval for any type of voting 
system shall file with the State Election Commission copies of all contracts
and maintenance agreements used in connection with the sale of the 
voting system. All changes to standard contracts and maintenance 
agreements must be filed with the State Election Commission.

(E) A person or company who seeks approval for any voting system shall 
conduct, under the supervision of the State Election Commission and any 
county board of voter registration and elections, a field test for any new 
voting system, as part of the certification process. The field test must 
involve South Carolina voters and election officials, and must be 
conducted as part of a scheduled primary, general, or special election. 
This test must be held in two or more precincts, and all costs relating to 
the use of the voting system must be borne by the vendor. The test must 
be designed to gauge voter reaction to the system, problems that voters 
have with the system, and the number of units required for the efficient 
operation of an election. The test also must demonstrate the accuracy of 
votes reported on the system.

(F) Before a voting system may be used in elections in the State, all source
codes for the system must be placed in escrow by the manufacturer at 
the manufacturer's expense with the authority approved by the Federal 
Election Assistance Commission. These source codes must be available to 
the State Election Commission in case the company goes out of business, 
pursuant to court order, or if the State Election Commission determines 
that an examination of these source codes is necessary. The 
manufacturer shall place all updates of these source codes in escrow, and
notify the State Election Commission that this requirement has been met.

(G) After a voting system is approved, an improvement or change in the 



system must be submitted to the State Election Commission for approval 
pursuant to this section. This requirement does not apply to the technical 
capability of a general purpose computer, reader, or printer used for 
election preparation or ballot tallying.

(H) If the State Election Commission determines that a voting system that 
was approved no longer meets the requirements of Title 7, the 
commission shall decertify that system. A decertified system must not be 
used in an election unless it is reapproved by the commission pursuant to 
the provisions of Title 7.

(I)(1) A vendor of any voting system that has been approved by the State 
Election Commission shall report in writing to the Director of the State 
Election Commission any decertification, ethical, or technical violations 
against the voting system in any state within ninety days after the 
decertification, ethical, or technical violations are issued by the other 
state. If the vendor does not provide evidence to the State Election 
Commission's satisfaction that the voting system deficiencies have been 
corrected to comply with the provisions of South Carolina law, then the 
voting system may be decertified.

(2) A vendor seeking the approval of a voting system by the State Election
Commission shall report in writing to the Director of the State Election 
Commission any decertification, ethical, or technical violations issued 
against the voting system in any state that have occurred prior to or 
during the time the vendor seeks approval of the voting system by the 
State Election Commission. If the vendor does not provide evidence to 
the State Election Commission's satisfaction that the voting system 
deficiencies have been corrected to comply with the provisions of South 
Carolina law, then the voting system may not be approved.

(J) A member of the State Election Commission, county board of voter 
registration and elections, custodian, or member of a county governing 
body may not have a pecuniary interest in any voting system or in the 
manufacture or sale of any voting system.

SC CODE 16-9-10 Perjury and subornation of perjury.

(A)(1) It is unlawful for a person to willfully give false, misleading, 
or incomplete testimony under oath in any court of record, judicial, 
administrative, or regulatory proceeding in this State.

(2) It is unlawful for a person to willfully give false, 
misleading, or incomplete information on a document, record, report, or 
form required by the laws of this State.

(B)(1) A person who violates the provisions of subsection (A)(1) is 
guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined in the discretion of 



the court or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

(2) A person who violates the provisions of subsection (A)
(2) is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned 
not more than six months or fined not less than one hundred dollars, or 
both.

(C) A person may be convicted under this section if he induces, 
procures, or persuades another person to commit perjury or if he 
commits perjury by his own act, consent, or agreement.

SC CODE 16-13-230 Breach of trust with fraudulent intent.

(A) A person committing a breach of trust with a fraudulent 
intention or a person who hires or counsels another person to commit a 
breach of trust with a fraudulent intention is guilty of larceny.

(B) A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of 
a:

(1) misdemeanor triable in magistrates court or municipal
court, notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 223540, 223545, 
223550, and 142565, if the amount is two thousand dollars or less. Upon 
conviction, the person must be fined not more than one thousand dollars,
or imprisoned not more than thirty days;

(2) felony and, upon conviction, must be fined in the 
discretion of the court or imprisoned not more than five years if the 
amount is more than two thousand dollars but less than ten thousand 
dollars;

(3) felony and, upon conviction, must be fined in the 
discretion of the court or imprisoned not more than ten years if the 
amount is ten thousand dollars or more.


